February 16, 2023

House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee
132B Legislative Building

PO Box 40600

Olympia, WA

98504-0600

RE: Vote in favor of Bill HB 1153 - Prohibiting octopus farming
Dear House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee

We, the Aquatic Life Institute, a leading international not-for-profit organization,
are writing to urge the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee to
vote in favor of Bill HB 1153.

We lead the Aquatic Animal Alliance, a coalition of over 120 organizations and
individuals all over the world that work tirelessly through science-based
engagement with governments, corporations, and international bodies to reduce
the suffering of aquatic animals in the food system.

We have been supporting global intergovernmental organizations and country-
level governments (including the FAO, UK and Canada) as they introduced welfare
considerations for farmed and wild aquatic animals, and engaging with seafood
certifiers to improve their animal welfare standards.

As widely documented, the potential introduction of commercial octopus farms
poses significant concerns regarding animal welfare violations, further
environmental degradation, and threats to public health.

By voting in favor of Bill HB 1153, you have a unique opportunity to send a
powerful message to the people of Washington State, as well as internationally,
that animal welfare and environmental protection are a priority for your district,
and that you are leading the charge on this very timely and critical issue.

Please contact us at any time to schedule a meeting to discuss this matter further.
We would be honored to support your efforts.

Sincerely,

Aquatic Life Institute
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Factory Farming Awareness Coalition
Feedback Global

Fish Welfare Initiative

F.R.E.E

Forum Animal
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OIPA - International Organization for Animal Protection
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RENCTAS

Rwanda Animal Welfare Organization (RAWO)
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Sibanye Animal Welfare and Conservancy Trust
Sinergia Animal

Séng Thuan Chay

SPCA Montreal

SPCA New Zealand
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Tanzania Animals Protection Organization
Tanzania Animal Welfare Society (TAWESO)
Tikobane Trust
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University of Guilan

Utunzi Animal Welfare Organization
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Vissenbescherming

Voices for Animals

Voters for animals rights

We Animals

Welfare Footprint Project (Center for Welfare Metrics)
Welfarm

West Africa Centre for the Protection of Animal Welfare (WACPAW)
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